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CAD Bulletin Overview

This newsletter is designed to provide timely and accurate information about
Confined Aquatic Disposal (CAD), upcoming meetings, and regulatory

updates. For general information about CAD, visit the website. We hope you
find this information helpful. If you have any questions, comments, or topics
you'd like us to cover in upcoming issues, please contact, Rachael Gilde at
rgilde@marylandports.com
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For projects like CAD that involve work in or near Maryland waters, both State and Federal permits and coordination
are necessary. An overview of the permitting process includes:

e Initial consultations with the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE) to clarify which permits are necessary and ensure environmental impacts are minimized.

¢ Completion of a Joint Permit Application addressing both State and Federal requirements, which includes:

« MDE Water Quality Certification: A state permit that demonstrates compliance with state water quality
standards, including environmental assessments and proposed mitigation measures.

* Tidal Wetlands License: A state license with detailed project plans outlining potential impacts on tidal wetlands
and strategies to minimize adverse impacts.

« USACE Clean Water Act Section 404 Permit: A federal permit describing any discharges into U.S. waters,
alternatives considered, and a plan to mitigate environmental impacts.

« USACE Section 408 Authorization: A federal authorization required to alter or modify federal civil works
projects, like navigation channels, levees, or dams, to ensure changes don’t compromise structural integrity,
project purpose, or public safety.

¢ Rivers and Harbors Act Section 10 Permit: A federal permit required for any structures or work in navigable
U.S. waters. It regulates construction, excavation, and material deposition to ensure projects don’t impede
navigation or alter water flow.

* A joint review by MDE and USACE of the applications listed above, conducting environmental, technical, and
safety assessments. During this time, a public notice period is required, allowing for community input and possible
project adjustments based on feedback.

*« When the Joint Permit Application for the Confined Aquatic Disposal is submitted to MDE, public notice will be
made available on MDE’s website, where you can also sign up for MDE’s Wetlands and Waterways Public Notices.

¢ The public can provide written or verbal comments at that time. MDE will respond to comments and resolve
issues before final approval.

After USACE reviews for consistency with federal laws, a determination is made on whether permits may be issued.

At the state level, once a review a complete, MDE provides a report of recommendations to the Maryland Board
of Public Works.

* The Maryland Board of Public Works (BPW) Wetlands Administration issues wetland licenses for projects over
a certain threshold impacting State-owned tidal wetlands. The BPW review process starts with the Maryland
Department of the Environment (MDE) providing a Report and Recommendation (R&R) to BPW: most commonly
for shoreline stabilization, dredging, and pier construction projects. The Wetlands Administrator provides an
independent report to the Board in addition to MDE’s R&R. In cases where opposition is expressed, BPW contacts
all opposers for further comments for 21 days, provides the R&R on its website, and reviews comments. The BPW
provides a final determination to approve or deny requests for Tidal Wetland Licenses at one of its open bimonthly
meetings. Further details are available on the BPW Wetlands Administration website.

Federal and state permits are issued with conditions designed to minimize environmental impacts and may include
conditions for monitoring and mitigation, if required. The USACE and MDE are responsible for enforcement of the
conditions specified in the permits.

This integrated approach ensures that environmental and safety standards are comprehensively addressed. The
thoroughness of this process, which was adhered to for the 2016 CAD Pilot Project, will be followed again if an
additional CAD pilot project is pursued.


https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/Water/WetlandsandWaterways/AboutWetlands/Pages/publicinformation.aspx
https://bpw.maryland.gov/wetlands/Pages/default.aspx

UPCOMING EVENTS ADDENDUM

BPW’S ROLE IN
THE REGULATORY
PROCESS

RECENT EVENTS

Hosting an Information Session

For More Information
¢« The most up-to-date information about CAD is
available on the MPA website.

« Stay connected and informed about CAD by
signing up to receive the CAD Bulletin. This
newsletter provides information about CAD in
Maryland and will keep you updated on the

MPA CAD Outreach Project latest developments in the CAD program.

Manager: « Sign up for the EcoPort Newsletter, the
Rachael Gilde MPA newsletter describing Port initiatives,

rgilde@marylandports.com environmental accomplishments, and progress.
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